[Weaning from the ventilator modalities and consequences].
Only few studies have focused on the issues raised by discontinuing sedation in ICU patients. Several lines of evidence allow defining the risk factors for the occurrence of a weaning syndrome due to discontinuation of sedatives and analgesics in ICU patients. These primarily include a prolonged (more than seven days) period of continuous intravenous administration of high doses of hypnotics and opioids. Weaning from sedation is tightly linked to weaning from the ventilator and this area should be the target of research work in the near future.